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T h is su m m er a t ea m  of t en law stu-
dents and young lawyers spent a l m os t  
five weeks in East  A fr ica assist ing a va-
riety of projects and exploring God’s 
hear t for just ice . H ere are so m e shor t 
reflect ions fro m three of the par t ici-
pants on what they saw and exper i-
enced . 
 
U ganda – Megs Math ieson  
- Oxford Universtiy 
 
Kampala in Uganda was our first stop on 
the mission trip. We were hosted by the 
Uganda Christian Lawyers Fraternity 
(UCLF), an incredibly dedicated group, and 
guided by their lovely student co-ordinator 
Susan. We were really privileged in the peo-
ple we were able to meet – the Lord Chief 
Justice, an anti-corruption director and a 
really challenging judge of the commercial 
court who told us that we couldn’t just be 
Christian lawyers – we had to be significant 
Christian lawyers.  
 

We also spent a day with the paralegals, get-
ting an experience of their work in the po-
lice stations around Kampala looking for 
potential injustices within the system; met 
with a student UCLF group at Uganda 
Christian University and did questionnaires 
at a youth remand centre to help find possi-
ble UCLF clients. It was amazing to see how 
much passion there is when there is so little 
support for the dedicated work these guys 
do. What really struck me about the week 
was how open everyone was about their 
faith – it wasn’t something kept private and 
out of sight. The motivation for their work 
was wonderfully clear : to live up to their as-
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piration to “speak up and judge fairly; defend 
the rights of the poor and needy” (Prov. 
31:9). 
 
A fter an epic (terrifying) rafting trip down 
the N ile we moved on to Kasese on the 
Congo border. It’s a small town and much 
hotter than Kampala, though our hosts, 
Jenny & Graham Riddle, assured us that it 
was still the cold season. Jenny runs legal 
education projects from Kasese and out 
into the Rwenzori Mountain region, taking 
much needed knowledge to the people who 
otherwise wouldn’t have access to it. The 
group separated into teams teaching child 
rights, wills and succession and educating 
community representatives to pass on the 
information to their areas.  
 
It was incredible to see how much the little 
we could share made a difference – I’d 
never thought that succession could be 
such an important matter until I saw how 
little of the law was known in some of the 
villages. Knowing their rights could mean 
the difference between life or death to 
some people there. Legal protection is 
something we take for granted here, but it 
was humbling to see just how fortunate we 
are.  
 
It was also inspiring to witness the generos-
ity and hospitality of the Ugandans – when 
we came to the village we were welcomed 
like old friends, and treated to displays and 
gifts – including the perplexing live chicken 
which we weren’t quite sure what to do 
with… 
 
The most challenging thing overall to me 
was said by the leader of one of the villages 
we went to. He told us that when the wu-
zungu (white people) used to come they 

were afraid, but now they saw we were 
really their brothers and sisters.  
 
I’d been nervous about the differences in 
going to such a foreign culture, but I was 
really blessed by how God showed me that 
no matter what differences show on the 
outside, we are one family made in H is im-
age. 
 
Rwanda – Pe t e r Tr ieu 
- Manchester University 
 
It was an honour & privilege for me to par-
ticipate in the summer justice mission and it 
was arguably the best summer I’ve had thus 
far.     
 
The experiences were challenging, eye-
opening, and incredibly formative. I was con-
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fronted with the questions of “who is my 
neighbour?”, and “what is God’s heart for 
justice?” throughout my time in East Africa.  
As a result, I was, and am, continually chal-
lenged to not only read the parable of the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) with radi-
cally new lenses – but also faithfully live out 
Christ’s universal call for us – the people of 
God – as a herald of peace, healing, justice, 
forgiveness and reconciliation in our locally 
fractured communities and beyond. 
 
Immediately on arriving in Rwanda, we were 
greeted by C laire W ilkinson, the project co-
ordinator of the Lawyer’s of Hope in 
Rwanda, and David Furaha, a recent law 
graduate serving as office manager.  I was 
stunned by Rwanda’s picturesque beauty:  it 
clearly and undoubtedly lived up to its repu-
tation as the “Switzerland of Africa”.  
Rwanda is indeed an exquisite country 
comprised of breathtaking views of rolling 
hills and mountainous peaks.  Because of 
Rwanda’s astounding beauty, it was difficult 

for me to picture that this place was the 
backdrop of such unimaginable horror and 
devastating brutality 15 years ago. 
 
Our team had the privilege of fellowship-
ping with several students and advocates at 
the first annual young-lawyers and students 
conference.   We also visited the Interna-
tional criminal tribunal for Rwanda’s infor-
mation and documentation centre, and met 
several lawyers and advocates at the Rwan-
dan offices of the International Justice Mis-
sion.  Finally, we met with Josiah, the vice-
president of a local prison fellowship minis-
try committed to restoring former perpe-
trators and reconciling them with their vic-
tims.   
 
We visited the K igali Genocide memorial 
centre as well as the N tarama and Nyamata 
genocide sites.  I fought back tears as I 
walked through the exhibits at the memo-
rial centre; our team’s stunned silence after 
leaving the N tarama and Nyamata sites did 
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not conceal our collective sense of sadness, 
outrage and hunger for justice.  During the 
evening Bible studies, we had an opportu-
nity to reflect, discuss and process our 
thoughts regarding some of the images and 
sites we observed.  We were reminded of 
the reality of sin and God’s commitment to 
restoring H is creation as He intended it 
through H is people. 
 
Our hope in the God of justice was fuelled 
by hearing the testimonies of survivors and 
their family members committed to recon-
ciliation, justice, forgiveness, and peace.   
 
Kenya – B ek i Mu inde 
- Oxford University 
 
During our time in Kenya we visited and 
worked alongside the Kenya Christian Law-
yers Fellowship (K CLF), Christian Legal 
Education, A id and Research (CLEAR) and 
the Philemon Trust. W ithin all of these or-
ganisations we were inspired to meet peo-
ple who worked daily to show God’s love 
and justice striving to meet the challenge of 
Isaiah 58 v 6-7.  
 
We spent our 
first week in 
Kenya in Nai-
robi. The 
K CLF office is 
a set of 3 
small rooms 
in the centre 
of Nairobi. 
The staff 
work dili-
gently, repre-
senting hundreds of prisoners each year on 
a pro bono basis. We got an idea of the pace 
of the operation when having witnessed a 

court appearance, we followed the staff ad-
vocate John Swaka to the second case he 
was defending. Like something out of a high 
speed heist (a scene not foreign to down-
town Nairobi) we ducked and dived our 
way along the streets and up 4 flights of 
stairs to get to the next court. To quote 
John ‘I never walk, not enough time’. He ran 
all day and somehow his suit remained pris-
tine and very, very shiny. 
 
The second organisation we worked along-
side in Nairobi was Philemon Ministries. 
This was founded by Kelvin Mwikya, himself 
a former prisoner, who gave his life to 
Christ while in prison on trumped-up 
charges. The original idea behind Philemon 
was to give prisoners toilet paper so that 
they would not have to use the Bible (the 
only paper they had) as a substitute. Kelvin’s 
awesome vision to afford prisoners the 
chance to read the Bible has grown into full 
scale discipleship classes in prisons.  
 
Philemon’s other crucial work is in the re-
habilitation and assimilation of prisoners 
back into their communities once they are 

released. Re-
markably, 
Philemon is 
the only 
charity in the 
whole of 
Kenya to do 
this. In a 
country 
where al-
most 40% of 
the popula-
tion is unem-

ployed, the chances of an employer taking 
on an ex convict are slim. Philemon is pio-
neering a certificate of commendation to be 
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awarded to prisoners who have behaved in 
an exemplary way whilst behind bars.  
 
For me, the most touching moment of our 
time in Kenya was during our visit to the 
Philemon Half Way House. This facility ex-
ists to respond to the reality faced by many 
prisoners on their return home. A prisoner 
who has been away from the homestead for 
25 years may well return to their village 
having lost contact with all family. Having 
looked forward to the moment of freedom, 
one can only imagine the devastation of 
finding that as well as having no possessions, 
one has no land, family or friends to speak 
of. 

 
Men who had been hardened criminals 
were trusted and valued at the Philemon 
home and tenderly helped look after the 
children of the staff.  Playing cards and chat-
ting with these guys, it was clear that God 
had worked amazingly in their lives.  
 
A fter a memorable time with Philemon, we 
enjoyed the last leg of out trip in Mombasa 
with CLEAR.  

Mombasa provided a stark contrast to the 
hustle and bustle of Nairobi life. It also 
threw up the new challenge of a predomi-
nately Muslim culture. This was noticeable 
when we went to visit prisons in the area. 
We went armed only with the Gospel, 
some basic legal knowledge and a song - 
Hukuna Mungu Kama Wewe (There is No 
God Like our God). Considering the musi-
cal ability of our team, the prisoners may 
well have preferred to just hear the Bible!  
 
There were myriad memorable moments 
from our time in Kenya. Playing volleyball 
against the inmates in Wundanyi prison was 
a definite highlight, as was the fellowship we 

enjoyed with the team in 
the CLEAR office in Mom-
basa. As is often the case, 
the strongest memories of 
our time in Kenya are of 
the people we met, many 
of whom were phenome-
nal pictures of Christian 
living. Working in condi-
tions that many could find 
discouraging, the staff of 
K CLF, CLEAR and Phile-
mon remained joyful and 
thankful, resolute that God 
is good. There is a real 
need for more half way 

houses and for others to be involved in the 
work of pushing for prison reform in Kenya. 
Having visited the prisons and spoken to 
prisoners, the need is clear. Those involved 
in all three Kenyan projects were great ex-
amples if living by faith that God will pro-
vide for every need.   
 
H ukuna Mungu ka m a wewe! 
 


